Cavernous hemangiomas are the most common type of benign mass found within the liver. 1 They are normally homogeneous, hyperechoic, and less than 3 cm. 2 More than 60% of hemangiomas have a typical appearance. The characteristics of an atypical hemangioma are as follows: greater than 4 cm, heterogeneous, mixed echogenicity, limited posterior enhancement, and the possibility of increased blood flow. 2 Atypical hemangiomas, also known as giant hemangiomas, are considered a rare presentation of an otherwise common incidental finding. 3 
Case Report
A middle-aged woman was seen by her primary physician for an annual checkup. The woman had no physical symptoms but had a history of kidney stones. The woman's physician ordered a routine computed tomography (CT) scan to ensure that the kidney stones had resolved. A CT abdomen pelvis without contrast was preformed following the stone protocol. Transaxial images were obtained and showed a large mass involving the lateral segment of the left lobe as well as multiple cysts within the right lobe. No renal abnormality was noted. Sonography was recommended to confirm these A hemangioma is the most common benign neoplasm found within the liver. Although hemangiomas are a common incidental diagnostic finding, atypical hemangiomas are considered a rare finding within the liver because of their differing appearance sonographically. A case is presented that represents an atypical cavernous hemangioma found by ultrasonography. findings. An abdomen-limited sonogram was performed, which examined the pancreas, liver, gallbladder, and right kidney. The examination was completed on an Acuson Antares machine, with a 6-MHz curved-array transducer. The examination demonstrated a 6.5 × 5.7 × 5.9-cm complex, heterogeneous mass in the lateral segment of the left lobe ( Figure 1 ). Multiple other hyperechoic masses were located throughout the liver. Besides these masses, the liver appeared normal with antegrade flow in the portal vein and no intrahepatic ductal dilatation. The mass was examined using color Doppler and demonstrated peripheral vascular flow (Figure 2 ).
Repeat CT imaging was recommended or a red cell-tagged nuclear imaging test was also considered helpful for further evaluation. A repeat CT abdomen pelvis was performed, with intravenous and oral contrast following the hemangioma protocol. Both transaxial and coronal views were obtained (Figure 3) . The largest dimension of the mass located within the lateral segment of the left lobe 
Discussion
Hepatic hemangiomas are the most common benign mass found within the liver, and they occur in approximately 7% of the population; however, they have been reported in approximately 20% of cases upon autopsy. 2, 4 This is because they are usually asymptomatic, and they are most commonly an incidental sonographic finding. 1 Hepatic hemangiomas have a 5:1 prevalence in women over men. 1 Hemangiomas are composed of bloodfilled vascular channels, which make their typical sonographic appearance well defined and echogenic. 4 Hemangiomas are benign neoplasms, and therefore they are not malignant and will not become cancerous. 3 Giant hemangiomas, those more than 4 cm in diameter, are considered a rare finding because of their differing characteristics. They will have an atypical appearance due to fibrosis, necrosis, and thrombosis. 2 Atypical hemangiomas may enlarge on follow-up studies, flow within the mass may be seen, and the echogenicity is variable. 2 Sonography is the most commonly used initial diagnostic imaging modality. 3 A definitive diagnosis may require CT or magnetic resonance imaging to differentiate hemangiomas from other malignant counterparts, such as hepatocellular carcinoma or metastases. 1 Because most hemangiomas are an incidental finding, are asymptomatic, and have no known risk of malignancy, they are usually managed by periodic observation to ensure stability. 3 
Conclusion
Typical hemangiomas are a common incidental finding, but atypical hemangiomas are rare. Sonography revealed a large heterogeneous, complex mass in the lateral segment of the left lobe of the liver, and multiple other smaller masses were noted throughout the liver. The CT scan also demonstrated the masses and confirmed the diagnosis of multiple hemangiomas. Sonographic imaging provides an excellent first-line view of pathology, as well as a great tool for follow-up purposes.
